Dear Colleague:

At our 1999 Industry Forum in Orlando, GM emphasized the importance to users of reducing robot system integration costs, and proposed open architecture controls as one means of achieving that objective.  Later presentations and discussions highlighted this as an important and timely and controversial topic.  We have also discovered that there are consortia and existing and proposed standards in the PLC and machine tool industries that focus on the same issues that were raised at our Forum.

The Robotic Industries Association and the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) will hold a one-day workshop to explore this topic further.  This workshop, to be held February 10, 2000, at the Swan Hotel at Disney in Orlando, FL, will allow attendees to share perspectives on open architectures and to hear about related work in the programmable logic controller and machine tool industries 

We are inviting representatives from several communities of interest: robot users, robot vendors, related technology providers and researchers.  In order to maintain a balanced dialog and to allow everyone time to present their opinion, we are going to combine a number of prepared presentations with small group discussions.

The primary objective is information exchange among the attendees, but we will also ask you to consider needs and priorities for future RIA, industry and research community efforts.  This will provide guidance and a beginning roadmap for future efforts.

We hope that you will be able to join us.  Please RSVP as soon as you can; we want to insure balance in the attendees and will invite others if you are unable to attend.

Sincerely,

Fred Proctor

NIST

100 Bureau Drive, Stop 8230

Gaithersburg, MD 20899-8230

301-975-3425 (voice)

301-990-9688 (fax)

frederick.proctor@nist.gov (email)

